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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this meeting summary is to document the presentation and discussion items from the 
November 10, 2016 CV-SALTS Executive Committee Meeting. Currently, CV-SALTS is finalizing language 
in the Salt and Nutrient Management Plan (SNMP) and the prioritization methodology for the Nitrate 
Permitting Strategy.  

BACKGROUND 
Central Valley Salinity Alternatives for Long-Term Sustainability (CV-SALTS) is a collaborative stakeholder 
driven and managed program to develop sustainable salinity and nitrate management planning for the 
Central Valley. The goals of CV-SALTS are as follows: 
 
 Sustain the Valley’s lifestyle 
 Support regional economic growth 
 Retain a world-class agricultural economy 
 Maintain a reliable, high-quality urban water supply 
 Protect and enhance the environment 

CV-SALTS includes four working groups: 

1. Technical 
2. Public Education and Outreach 
3. Economic Social Cost 
4. Other (future efforts) 

 
Currently the specific main goals of CV-SALTS are to develop a Salt and Nutrient Management Plan 
(SNMP) which is a requirement of the Recycled Water Policy. The SNMP will inform amendments to the 
current Basin Plans in California’s Central Valley. 

ACRONYMS 
AID – Alta Irrigation District Archetype 
ACP – Alternative Compliance Program 

BP – Basin Plan 
BPTC – Best Practicable Treatment and Control 
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GSA – Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
IAZ – Initial Analysis Zone 
ICM – Initial Conceptual Model 
ILRP – Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 
LSJR – Lower San Joaquin River 
NIMS – Nitrate Implementation Measures Study 
P&O Study – Prioritization and Optimization 
Study 

SGMA – Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act 
SNMP – Salt and Nutrient Management Plan 
SSALTS – Strategic Salt Accumulation Land and 
Transport Study 
WQO – Water Quality Objective 

SUMMARY AND RELEVANCE TO KRWCA 
 The SNMP document is being finalized for recommendation to the Regional Board. The SNMP 

includes all the recommendations, strategies and policies related to salt and nutrient regulation and 
permitting, and will underpin the Basin Plan (BP) amendments, or new BP. The SNMP will be 
submitted to the Regional Board by the end of 2016. Language development and public comment 
periods for the new BP will occur in 2017, and the new BP adoption is planned for June 2018. 

 The Nitrate Permitting Strategy must include a method for prioritizing basins in terms of which ones 
need the most urgent nitrate planning and permitting. Dischargers can elect to be permitted 
individually or collectively with other dischargers in a Management Zone proposed by the 
dischargers. It is agreed upon by most that the basins with the most groundwater nitrate problems 
should be prioritized first. The factors that will determine the priority ranking of a basin will likely 
include ambient groundwater nitrate, nitrate trend, (these first two have been determined by 
modeling in the high-resolution mapping) and average well data. The dischargers in the basins with 
the highest scores will need to submit their permitting choice (individual or management zone) and 
their nitrogen management plans first. These basins are mostly located in the San Joaquin Valley. 

DISCUSSION 
Status of SNMP Document 

 Outline of SNMP 

 SNMP documents are online and not distributed with agenda packages anymore because 
they are too large; See Draft SNMP link to all sections 

 Section 4 should be SNMP strategy 

 Regional Board needs everything by the end of the year, but Richard needs everything to go 
in SNMP by Dec 16 

 Comments by COB Thanksgiving week 

 Alternative proposals section in development – that may include new substantive 
comments 

 Board will then put out for informal public comment and have public workshop in March; 
then Board will start drafting Basin Plan Amendment. 

 CV-SALTS will hold a few Exec Committee meetings in early 2017, not necessarily monthly, 
to update EC on where Basin Plan language is going. 
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 Towards fall, Regional Board will have Basin Plan language for another informal public 
comment period. 

 Formal public review will then take place, which includes restrictions on time periods, 
written comments etc. 

 Hearings for Basin Plan adoption will start in beginning of Jan 2018, followed by formal 
public comment period in early 2018. 

 Economic analysis is finished. EJ community had a significant comment regarding analysis 
for communities over 5,000, which was not addressed because that analysis would have 
taken a more budget and time than was available. But that comment can still be preserved 
and re-submitted during the informal public comment period in January 2017. 

Continuation of Prioritization for Implementation of Nitrate Permitting Strategy Discussion 

 See slides in agenda package. 

 Objective – SNMP is geared toward addressing nitrate first. 

 Priority factors – ambient nitrate, nitrate trend, and how many impacted (first two are most 
important) 

 Approach we reviewed in October 

– used ambient in upper zone (volume weighted) and gave it 20% weight 

– Used predicted nitrate in upper zone in 50 years (volume weighted) and gave it 20% 
weight (trend) 

– Used CalEnviro Screen as surrogate to represent impacted users and gave it 20% 
weight (how many impacted); all 20 CalEnviro Screen factors were used even though 
some don’t have anything to do with water quality 

– Then added average well concentrations and gave it 40% weight 

– The lines/thresholds between priorities (score of 3.99 vs. score of 4.01) is a 
statistical construct and was arbitrary; there will have to be a final decision on what 
the threshold should be. 

– Several commented that the 20 factors of CalEnviro Screen were not all related to 
water quality and introduced other factors into the prioritization that didn’t belong 
there. 

 Revised approach - used only 4 factors of CalEnviro Screen that are applicable. 

– Discussion around the results of the prioritization using all four factors vs. only three 
factors. It is easier to move a basin up into a higher priority category than it is to 
move it down into a lower category. 

– For now, settled on a revised approach that uses ambient, trend and well data only, 
and that scores each basin but does not place it in a category. Therefore, there will 
be no priority categories (1, 2 etc.). The Regional Board will use the basin rankings to 
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decide which basins should be addressed first, and the number of basins they 
choose to address at once will be at their discretion according to staff resources, etc. 

– Prioritization results will not be part of BP; just the concept will. Board still needs 
discretion to move basins up or down a priority, so don’t want to lock in which 
basins are in which priority groups. 

– We have high resolution mapping so we should use it to address key areas, with 
discretion to change. 

– Palupa recommends that we have to write it in to the BP as a regulation because 
otherwise it is an “underground” regulation that can be contested. The board should 
not have too much discretion because it won’t be legally robust. 

– BP should have specific criteria for prioritization 

Triggers for Additional Monitoring in each Nitrate Permitting Category 

 Identification of appropriate trigger based on trend data.  

 Trigger refers to what triggers need for more monitoring in Categories 3 and 4. 

 Revisions to nitrate permitting strategy are minimal  

 Language related to triggers in Exec Summary and Section 4 of SNMP doesn’t exactly reflect 
what Tess said today because it hasn’t been revised yet. See specific language in revised 
document. 

– Category 1 – no degradation 

– Category 2 – De minimis 

– Category 3 – Degradation below 75% of water quality objective 

– Category 4 – Degradation above 75% of WQO or receiving water quality is at 50% of 
WQO and the discharge s occur in a basin where concentrations in the volume-
weighted average for the upper zone exceeds the acceptable annual increase. 

SNMP Glossary of Terms Review 

 Assimilative capacity definition still has to be revised. We are using definition that has 
already been established in recycled water policy. But definition has to reflect how we use it 
in two different contexts in nitrate permitting strategy and MZ strategy. Also should reflect 
specific portion of groundwater (vertical). 

 Zone of influence definition should not imply burden of proof, or anything similar to clean 
up and abatement if it is to be used for determining AC or other purposes in SNMP. 

- Revisions to the glossary are still being made. 
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